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5* As Revolutionary Committee i?as about to leave Palace * Generals 

VT and TY* and Colonels MINH and DON arrived* Revolutionary Committee 

* 

immediately surrounded VT and demanded he make statement (Embtel l»957)» 
Press nas called- ip to hear Vy' 8 statement. Diem apd his Ministers stayed 
amay. Subsequently, Diem insisted Revolutionary Committee must leave 
P alace a s their presence constituted inadmissible and unwarranted pressure 
op him.- ^He s aid if they did not go he would l eave Palace himself and go to 
PAVN post to join" soldiers facing enemy. 




6« Diem, nith his usual optimism in such matters, convinced Army, 


,g)Pj*ith exception very small number officers of HINH group, firmly behind 
d^ni^and are acting correctly. People, however, are highVexcited and 
(y \ ^Wioleatly opposed Bao Dai, blaming all difficulties on him and on French; 

said that during morning May 1, VY sent soldiers from Imp erial 
^ i/yW fj [Guard, which came Saigon from Dalat previous day, to occupy Army radio 


jfcation, but that FAVN soldiers on guard had turned these men back. S ane 
thing took place at Post Office and at national Bank Building. Diem said 
these actions and Bao Dai's instructions, including return of HINH, had 
jjrystallized public opinion Wiind himself, asking Bao Dai’s position 
impossible _sh^ Oie_^elLJ a B av a l . Ji m ■ — .. . * 

8. Diem said he had received telegram from Bao Dai asking him report 
on affairs of April 29-30. 

Diem said he had had no time to reply, but that he was about to have 
Cabinet meeting in which he would discuss his position vis-a-vis BaoDai. 


He stated situa tio. 
with regard to VT. 


:one too far to give in to Bao Dai's instructions 
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>ai &g_Chtgf q £, fitaJau^mdj rumors to contrary not withstanding, 


y/' BaoJ)ai as Chief-. yf fitfl+ a -**Tf! i ”" aors to contrary not withstanding, 

manifesto of Revolutionary Committee had not changed legal situation at all 


PART II. 


1. I saw Diem again at 12:15. He told me had reply from Bao Dai to 

his. Diem’s, telegram, outlining reasons why he could not come France nor 

In brief, 

turn over command to VY. /Bao Dai teleeranhed_that_niem. should come to 


France 


and said he was reite&al 


ler f or "last time". 


. • • 4 -- 

2* What, Dion asked, can now happen? If he should leave, popular 

manifestations, directed largely Against French, would break out and FAVN 
would not fire on demonstrators to restrain them. At this point he expressed 

his fears regarding possible incidents between French and Vietnamese 

*• ■ * 

(Fart E, para 6, Enibtel 1*956). He said incidents between French and 
Vietnamese must be avoided at all costs as only people to profit would be 
Binh luyen and Viet Uinh. 

3 * He said he had discussed Bao Dai’s latest order with Cabinet which 
recommended he should reply to Bao Dai that latter has no choice left but 
to resign in view of political situation Vietnam. Wp b*hh h p 


be gt t hing. I re] 


;e and asked what would be 
[ did not know position of 


us action. 




PART III ... 


. * 


PART in. 


1* Diem requested me come third time at 1530 expressing hope that 
-since I had seen him I had not communicated to any one his comments on 
possible action on 5ao Dai's last message. I assurred him I had not. He 


told me when I called that he had decide 


any action, if possible 


until return noTHna May .1 .encouraged him inthat-jiacialon. (Dept's^ 


instructions are urgently requested, as developments under discussion 
post date Collins' consultation Washington) • 


2. Diem sa: 


orces 


for surrender of at 


linh Xuyen units today. He said by 


mid-day. May 1, some 80 had come over, but "that those who not willing 
surrender were firing on those who wished rally. 

3» Diem's mood confident to alarming degree. His selfl-assurance 

-reflected in statement that people rallying to him, such as Binh Xuyen 

* . 

soldiers mentioned above, are not interested in Dion' s Ministers or Govt, 
but only in Diem personally. 

• Further discussion with Diem concerning danger of incidents with 

French is subject of following telegram dealing primarily with conversation 


•May 1 with Ely. 
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